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INTRODUCTION

Background
Stands of Utah junipewhich occur naturally throughout southern Idaho on ridges, hillsides and

in drainageshave expanded their distribution across the landscape as a result of decades of fire
suppression. The result of the expansion of Utah juniper is thaséncroackdinto areas

historically dominated by other vegetation types, especially sagebrush steppe. In some cases this
encroachment occurs in areakabited by thd8LM sensitive greater sage grouse. Encroachment

of sage grouse habitat by juniper can affect sagasgrbecause it grows taller than the

sagebrush and can provide an increase in the number of perching platforms that predators can
use to find grouse, their nests and their yolwgntually, the encroaching juniper can become
dominant and can exclude sageth species from sites which eventually will cause the loss of
habitat for sage grouse.

Purpose and Need

The ridges surrounding Walker Hollow are currentynlg encroached by Utah juniper into
designated key sage grouse habitat. If this trend comstawe the habitat is not maintained, then
there will be a loss of sage grouse habitat. Currently, the density of juniper is sparserauns t
still a good understorylherefore the purpose of this action is to maintain the key sage grouse
habitatby removing or cuttingthe junipemwhile retaining thesagebrush understory.

Project Area Description

This project would occur on the ridges surrounding Walker Hollow which is loadjadent to
thenorthsideof Goose CreeReservoirapproximately 3 milesouth east of the town of Oakley
(T 14 S, R 21 E Sections 27 and T14S R22 E Section 18ge fig. 1).
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